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DETAILED ACTION 

Responsive to claims filed November 13, 2003. Claims 1-12 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Sweden on November 14, 2002. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the SE0203368-6 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a database structure. 
Programs/Software per se is not one of the four statutory classes of invention and the claims are 
therefore not limited to statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim l : 

the preamble (A method of tracking in production in a plant for liquids) is indefinite 
because it is incomprehensible; 
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the limitations " each production unit" , " each material quantity" , " each event" , " the 
production lacks proper antecedence; 

the limitation " identify a transport partly from a source with reference to the unit 
identity of the source and/or partly to a destination with reference to the unit identity of the 
destination" is indefinite because it is also incomprehensible. 

In claims 2-7: 

the following limitations lack proper antecedent basis: " the identities" , " the material 
quantities" , " a material quantity" , " an event" , " material flow" , " a plant" , " a production 
unit" , " said material quantity identity" . 

In claim 8: 

the following limitations lack proper antecedent basis: " the flowable material" , " each 
production unit" , " each quantity" . 

Claims that depend on the above rejected claims are also rejected for similar reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of 
this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Baird (US Patent 
No 7,062,262). 

8. As per claim 1, Baird teaches a method of tracking in production in a plant for liquid 



foods, comprising: 
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allocating each production unit in the plant a unit identity which is registered and which 
constitutes a source and/or a destination (column 2, lines 12-23, 56-60, column 1, lines 40~60; 
products are given an identifier for tracking); 

allocating each material quantity in the production a work identity which is registered 
(column 1, line 40-column 2, lines 23; each input ingredient/process is given an identifier); and 

registering each event in the plant with a work identity to identify a transport partly from 
a source with reference to the unit identity of the source and/or partly to a destination with 
reference to the unit identity of the destination (column 1, line 40-column 2, lines 23, column 2, 
lines 56-61, column 4, linesl4-50). 

9. As per claim 2, Baird teaches wherein the identities are registered in a specifically 
adapted database (fig 1, 140; central database). 

10. As per claim 3, Baird teaches wherein the material quantities are determined by a certain 
product, by a certain volume and/or a quantity (column 2, lines 12-23). 

11. As per claim 4, Baird teaches wherein the identities include a number of figures, letters 
ahd/or a combination of figures and letters (column 3, lines 18-23). 

12. As per claim 5, Baird teaches wherein a material quantity changes identity preceded by 
an event (column 2, lines 4-24, column 5, lines 15-40). 

13. As per claim 6, Baird teaches wherein events and material flow in a plant are illustrated 
in a user interface using a tree structure (column 6, lines 45-65,. fig 1). 

14. As per claim 7, Baird teaches wherein a material quantity identity includes washing of a 
production unit, said material quantity identity having no source and no destination (column 1, 
line 61-column 2, line 3; process, column 3, lines 5-10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baird (US 
Patent No 7,062,262). 

17. As per claim 8, Baird teaches a database structure for tracking production of food 
■product to be packaged into containers within a plant, comprising: 

a production unit identity for each production unit to be monitored with respect to the 
material, wherein each production unit can constitute a source and/or a destination of the food 
product (column 2, lines 12-23, 56-60, column 1, lines 40-60; products are given an identifier for 
tracking): 

a material quantity work identity for each quantity of the food product, wherein a 
separate material quantity work identity is registered to a partial quantity of the food product 
(column 1, line 40-column 2, lines 23; each input ingredient/process is given an identifier); and 

a table for registering the production unit which serves as a partial source and/or 
destination of the food product to a material quantity identity work representing the partial 
quantity of the food product transported by the production unit (column 1, line 40-column 2, lines 
23, column 2, lines 56-61, column 4, linesl4-50). 

Baird does not explicitly teach that the food product is a flowable liquid. However it is 
well known that food products can be flowable liquid and that flowable liquid foods can contain 
ingredients from multiple sources. It would have therefore been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
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in the art to implement Baird' s system for flowable liquids in order to provide tracking of 
elements in a production chain for flowable liquid foods. 

18. As per claim 9, Baird teaches wherein the database structure is stored in a computer 
readable medium (column 5, lines 43-44, fig 1, 140; central information store located in network). 

19. As per claim 10, Baird teaches wherein the material quantity work identity represents an 
identified quantity of a certain flowable liquid (column 2, lines 12-23). 

20. As per claim 11, Baird teaches wherein the production unit is at least one of a liquid 
transport line and a holding task used for batch processing prior to filling product containers 
(column 1, lines 64-column 2, line 31). 

21. As per claim 12, Baird teaches wherein at least one material quantity work identity in the 
database structure represents a first liquid for human consumption (column 1, lines 4-15; food), 
and at least one additional material quantity work identity in the database structure represents a 
second liquid used to wash a production unit involved in transport of the first liquid (column 1, 
line 61-column 2, line 3; processes). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon, which is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure, are cited in the Notice of Reference Cited form (PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ramsey Refai whose telephone number is (571) 272-3975. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramsey Refai 



Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 
September 26, 2007 
/RR/ 




